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the possibilities 
are endless
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minister pat bell speaks on 
innovation and opportunity
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a change in attitude 
means a change in fortune

The forest industry must strike a balance between the demands of the market and 
those of the environment. Through a renewed emphasis on research and pilot projects, 
the industry has won the support of environmental groups.

B
one replace-
ments, jet fu-
el and auto-
parts—these 
are all pro-
ducts made 
from wood 

fi bre. 
 These are not the kind 

of products you would 
normally associate 

with the forest 
products indu-
stry—a sector 

historically 

known for cutting trees, sawing them 
into lumber and selling them to the ne-
arest market.  These traditional activiti-
es will always be at the core of our sec-
tor.  But today’s competitive global eco-

nomy requires new thinking 
about our forest resour-

ce.  Instead of building 
a business model ba-
sed on a “commodi-
ty consciousness”, we 
need to instead embra-

ce a “market conscious-
ness” that responds to 

the shifting de-
mands of the 

marketplace.

Cultiva-
ting new 
markets
A prime ex-
ample is 
how the 
engine of 
economic 
growth has 
shifted to 
Asia. The 

i n d u s t r y 
responded 

by aggres-
sively cultiva-
ting these mar-
kets to the point 
that forest pro-
ducts are now 
Canada’s num-

ber one export 
to both India and 

China.  Twenty-

eight mills have reopened in BC because 
of the upsurge in exports to China.

Or consider the emerging bio-econo-
my. A recent study identifi ed a potential 
world market of $200 billion dollars for 
bio-energy and bio-products made from 
wood.  The Canadian forest products in-
dustry is now emerging as a global lead-
er in trying to exploit this vast potential. 
For example, Canada has the fi rst com-
mercial plant aimed at the production 
of nano-crystalline cellulose.  Pulp and 
paper mills are re-inventing themselves 
as bio-refi neries.   Wood waste is being 
turned into parts for HD TVs, pharma-
ceuticals and food additives. And forest 
companies are partnering with the au-
to, chemical, energy and other sectors to 
fi nd ways to extract innovative bio-pro-
ducts from trees.

Appreciating nature in all forms
The sector is also hoping to respond 
to demands in the construction mar-
ket aimed at those who appreciate 
the performance and aesthetics of 
using natural wood.  As a result, the 
industry is attempting to go on bey-
ond lumber for the residential mar-
ket and develop building systems for 
larger construction projects.  

Products made from wood, a re-
newable resource that is part of 
nature’s cycle, are becoming incre-
asingly attractive in the market-
place because of the growing con-
sumer sensitivity to products with 
strong environmental credentials. 
In response, Canada’s forest sector 
has moved decisively to become the 
greenest and most progressive fo-

rest products industry on the planet. 
Greenhouse gas emissions have been 
cut by about 60 percent since 1990.  
The industry has eliminated dioxins 
and cut water use.   More of Canada’s 
forest management policies are in-
dependently certified than any oth-
er country by far.  And these world-
leading improvements in forest 
practices have won the support of 
big-name environmental groups in 
the marketplace.   

This new model of responding to 
market demands is forcing the fo-
rest industry to increase its capaci-
ty. This means a big emphasis on re-
search and pilot projects.  Canada’s 
FPInnovations is now the world 
leader in forest product research 
and development. It also means re-
freshing our workforce.  The indu-
stry is now hiring, underscored by a 
report by the Forest Products Sector 
Council estimating a need for 40,000 
to 120,000 new workers by 2020.  The-
re are now huge career opportunities 
for those with the skills, knowledge 
and the desire to work in the sector.  

The re-invented forest products 
industry has a bright future. The sec-
tor is no longer just framing itself as 
a mere hewer of wood and is instead 
actively responding to shifts in the 
global marketplace.   With this chan-
ge in attitude, Canada’s forest pro-
ducts industry is confident it can tri-
umph in tomorrow’s economy.

“my vision for the future 
is that we will have whole 
cities built in wooden 
structures.”

We ReCoMMeND

pAGe 4

your perfect career p. 6
Find your place amongst the forest trade.

returning to our roots p. 7
Why the culture of wood remains important to 
our society.

innovation in BC’s forestry sec-
tor is radically restructuring the 
industry as a new player in the 
bio-economy, according to Pat 
Bell, Minister of Jobs, tourism 
and innovation for BC.

“It has become a vibrant industry but, 
more importantly, it’s taking something 
that we all considered to be waste a few 
years ago and it’s creating economic va-
lue,” says Bell. “That in turn is allowing 
our forest industry to expand and beco-
me not a sunset industry but a sunrise 
industry.”

Gone are the days of slash piles and 
waste wood, he adds.

Ancient materials, 
fresh innovation
Bell points to innovation in both the 
wood pellet industry and new ways of 

using wood in non-residential and lar-
ge residential building construction, 
which he says is driven by demand from 
emerging markets such as China, Japan 
and Korea.

“It’s because countries like that are 
all establishing renewable fuel require-
ments so that will put pressure on the 
supply chain,” says Bell. “It will mean 
that people will go further to get bio-
mass—that they’ll have to reach out and 
capture more value from the forest.”

The shift in uses for wood pellets is 
rooted in an increased demand from Eu-

rope to meet renewable energy require-
ments.  

“We’ve gone in fi ve years from real-
ly having one pellet plant manufactur-
ing 30,000 to 50,000 tons of pellets per 
year to now where we have about a do-
zen plants producing two million tons 
of pellets per year.”

But that’s just the bioenergy market.
Using residual biomass to produce 

electricity has also grown.
A prime example is the Canfor Pulp 

Limited Partnership.
“I think it’s the largest independent 

power producer in British Columbia 
now—they produce more electricity 
than any other single producer,” says 
Bell.

BC’s carbon tax, touted as “one of the 
most advanced in North America,” will 
reach 30 dollars per ton this year says 
Bell, which is fostering some “interes-

ting investments in the forestry sector.”
Another component of the “sunrise 

industry” is utilizing cross-laminated 
reinforced timber in construction of tal-
ler buildings for both non-residential 
and residential use.

“It’s opening up a whole new market 
for our forest products, it’s very innova-
tive, it’s very high value and something 
we never used to do,” says Bell of the 
non-residential sector, which traditio-
nally only uses 15 percent of wood in 
construction compared to residential 
which uses 85 percent.

“Ten years from now people will look 
back on it and say this is completely dif-
ferent than the forest industry that we 
knew of in the 1990s,” adds Bell.

Exploring BC’s sunrise industry
gRoW yoUR CaReeR

the new face of the forest 
products industry

This is no longer your father’s 
forest products industry or a fa-

ding sector with its best days gone by. 
There’s a new buzz, a new boldness 
and a fresh new face to the forest pro-
ducts industry—one with a bright fu-
ture and brimming with opportunity.

The Canadian forest products in-
dustry is the most environmental-
ly friendly resource industry on the 
planet. Canada has virtually zero de-
forestation with more original forest 
than anywhere in the world. The in-
dustry is also undergoing an exciting 
new push into emerging markets. 

Housing the world
how innovative 
architect michael 
Green is raising the 
standard for 
sustainable building 
design.

andrew Seale

editorial@mediaplanet.com
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Avrim lazar
president & ceo,
Forest products Association of canada

aVrim laZar 

editorial@mediaplanet.com

Pat Bell
Minister of Jobs, 
tourism and 
innovation for British 
Columbia

left: A young professional at 
work in the field. However, the in-
dustry offers a wide spectrum of 
careers suitable for people with 
different interests and skill sets.
right:  silvicultural efforts are 
an integral part of ensuring the 
longevity of not only the indus-
try, but also the natural resource 
itself. 

Photos: foREstRY innovation invEstMEnt  
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O
ur world is changing rapidly 
and the BC Pulp and Paper 
industry is transforming 
itself to meet the growing 
international demand for 
new, more sustainable 
products that range from 

renewable energy and transportation fuels, to 
bio-chemicals and other bio-materials. While 
challenges still exist, there has probably never 
been a more exciting time to join our industry.

British Columbia’s Pulp and Paper sector 
is vital to the province’s economic success, 
creating 40,000 high-paying jobs and 
contributing over $1.3 billion to BC’s GDP in 
2010. Following signifi cant rationalization and 
streamlining of operations over the past decade, 
and thanks to well considered government 
programs and signifi cantly improved markets, 
investments are being made that are 
transforming the industry to ensure leadership in 
the emerging bio-economy.   The forest industry 
is clearly a key player as the world looks towards 
renewable and sustainable resources to replace 
fossil fuels, chemicals and materials that will 
stem the tide of climate change.

To ensure our success several challenges 
are being addressed, including addressing 
the industry’s aging workforce; facilitating 
collaboration between industry, government and 

academia; leveraging BC’s existing bio-industry 
infrastructure; and developing key programs 
and policies that support this transformation.

The long term success of our industry 
depends on our ability to attract and develop 
new talent.  In the next fi ve years it is expected 
that more than 50% of our employees will retire, 
leaving thousands of high paying and exciting 
career opportunities in our industry.  We have 
made great strides in rebranding our industry to 
show that BC’s Pulp and Paper sector is green, 
growing, and innovative, and that we have 
real potential to become world leaders in the 
emerging bio-economy.  The men and women 
working in this industry will be the ones providing 
tomorrow’s climate change solutions.

Career opportunities in numerous disciplines 

abound in our industry as people of all different 
professional backgrounds are needed, 
including careers for trades people, engineers, 
accountants, biologists, environmentalists, 
transportation specialists and foresters. Our 
industry is partnering with governments and 
academia to develop the much needed skilled 
workers and industry leaders of tomorrow.  We 
recognize the need for radical new approaches 
that allow people to get both the experience and 
the skills to build a career.  We are improving 
and accelerating apprenticeship programs, 
encouraging co-op style work experience 
programs, and developing new university 
programs to prepare students for the new forest 
based bio-economy.

With the support of the provincial and federal 
governments, we are improving industry 
hosting conditions in BC by developing funding 
frameworks that support the development 
of clean technologies and that allow for 
commercial demonstration plants to be set 
up. By fully integrating these bio-economic 
pursuits across all disciplines, we are creating a 
“seeds to solution” network that not only fosters 
innovative new products and technologies, but 
identifi es necessary policy initiatives and global 
end-markets so that these pursuits can be 
successful on a commercial level.

The BC Pulp and Paper industry is well 

positioned to profi tably serve the growing 
economies of Asia and Eastern Europe, and 
the growing global demand for sustainable 
bio-products and renewable energy tell us our 
future will be exciting and full of innovation. 
Our industry’s future lies in our ability to extract 
these new and sustainable bio-products from 
the waste wood we currently process. Looking 
both within and outside our provincial borders, 
governments, industry and universities are 
collaborating to develop global markets for 
those new bio-products. The requirements of 
sustainability and of full harvest utilization mean 
that research and development initiatives will be 
a top priority.

By leveraging BC’s existing expertise, and 
continuing the green transformation of our 
industry that has already begun, we are planting 
the seeds that will establish British Columbia as 
a global hub for bio-economy expertise and as 
a model for how a modern, sustainable forestry 
industry operates.

If you haven’t thought about a career in 
our industry, please do. You will certainly be 
surprised by what you will fi nd.

David M. Gandossi

Chairman of the BC Pulp and Paper Task Force

We are green, moving 
forward into the new 
bio-economy, and 
are looking for bright, 
energetic people 
from all trades and 
professions to grow 
with us.

The BC Forest Industry: 
Green, Innovative and Growing
The BC Forest Industry offers exciting career opportunities – We Need You

Canfor Pulp Limited Partnership

inspiration
BUilDiNg BloCKS

Beautiful,  useful and sustainable—
wood holds many of the properties 
looked for in a modern-day building 
material.

               Photos: foREstRY innovation invEstMEnt

ancient 
materials, 
modern ideas
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Award-winning architect Michael Green may be renowned 
for his envelope-pushing sky scrapers and international airports. 
What sets him apart, however, is his mission to spread awareness 
about using sustainable materials.

nurturing our forests, 
housing the world

pRofile

Michael 
Green 

 ■ Founder of: 
Michael green 
architecture inc., 
an architecture 
+ interior Design 
fi rm in Vancouver 
BC.

 ■ size: 14 
employees

 ■ Mandate: 
Mga is motivat-
ed to design with 
meaning on large 
and small projects 
both in BC and 
around the world.

He’s the founder of Michael Green 
Architecture inc. and leads an 
influential team of innovators 
through an industry where ingenuity 
meets precision—and his awe-inspi-
ring visions materialize into award-
winning buildings, skyscrapers, and 
international airports. 

Michael Green’s appreciation for architecture 
stems from his childhood memories of buil-
ding little wooden structures with his grand-
father. Shortly thereafter, upon refl ecting on 
those cherished moments, his fascination 
with aesthetic appeal ignited an admiration 
for working with wood and transformed his 
approach to the creative process. “Aesthetic 
properties of wood are amazing and allow me 
to explore many ideas. I’m a modern architect 
and what I like are very simple, elegant spa-
ces. My practice is heavily invested in the idea 
that wood is the fi nest tool to use from both an 
aesthetic and environmental point of view,” 
he says. 

Maximizing what wood has to offer
Wood is grown by the sun, produces oxygen 
and is the best principal material to utilize in 
the creation of buildings and furniture. Today, 

concrete and steel are predominantly used to 
build urban environments, but the downside 
to this method is that these two materials car-
ry a large carbon footprint. In order to address 
global CO2, it is imperative that architects and 
engineers view wood as an excellent resour-
ce and maximize its potential. Furthermore, 
wood-only structures are great for the envi-
ronment for two reasons: they reduce carbon 
emissions and remove carbon from the sys-
tem. In fact, for every one cubic meter of wood 
used in a structure, one tonne of carbon is 
stored. 

investing in innovation
Green has embarked on a mission to 
spread awareness about wood-only struc-
tures, in addition to climate change, th-
rough his recent Canadian study called 
“The Case for Tall Wood Buildings”. The go-
al is to shift the building industry towards 
creating competitive systems around con-
crete and steel. “Finding the Forest Th-
rough the Trees” is a revolutionary system 
using mass timber elements, created by 
Green, which introduces a new approach 
to the way buildings will be constructed 
in the next decades. Until recently, the BC 
building code only permitted wood buil-
dings that were four stories tall—six is 
now  the magic number. However, accor-

ding to Green’s research, it’s very pos-
sible to build a wooden structure which 

surpasses 20 stories. “This is an exciting 
time because this study has shown how 
to build extremely large buildings, 20 to 
30 storeys tall, using 99 percent wood—
the first of its kind in the world.”

Going green to house the planet
Another human need requiring atten-
tion is world housing, a problem that 
goes hand in hand with climate change. 
Statistics prove that three billion people 
in the world are going to need a new af-
fordable home in the next 20 years. This 
is a reflection of the rapid growth within 
our population and is also the motiva-
tion behind investing in ideas about 
using wood as a carbon neutral solution. 
“My vision for the future is that we will 
have whole cities built in wooden struc-
tures,” Green states. It will take mental 
toughness to execute this dream, but 
under his leadership and coupled with 
incredible persistence, Canada can look 
forward to a more eco-friendly environ-
ment because his work is far from done 
and the best has yet to come. 

leaDeR to leaDeR

PaUleanna reid

editorial@mediaplanet.com

inspiration

CANAdA is tHe 
World’s 
lArGest 

eXPorter oF 
Forest 

ProduCts

CANAdA is tHe 
World’s 

2
FACt

The new 
colour 
of colour

Discover colour to the power of nano

Abundant • Renewable • Recyclable • Environmentally friendly

Security papers • Iridescent pigments • Sunscreens • Cosmetics

Switchable optical filters and barriers • Packaging • Coatings

www.fpinnovations.ca

Creating business opportunities 
for companies who see things differently.
The result of many years of research, nanocrystalline cellulose is a nanomaterial 
extracted from wood fibres. It can be made into films that are flexible, strong 
and easy to handle, varnishes, paints, improved plastics, biodegradable food 
packaging and many more new and innovative products.

5806 C FPInnovations_Annonces_Vancouver-Sun_v2.indd   1 12-03-20   11:05 AM

Size Matters 

We have the scale to be a reliable supplier to our customer base 

We have the logging and manufacturing capacity to harvest our tenure sustainably 

We are large enough to attract the infrastructure to support healthy forestry economies 

We have the expertise to support industry associations and research 

We have the financial resources to operate continuously through the cycle 

TIMB E RL A N DS  
High quality fibre from five 
distinct coastal BC tree 
species, each having its 
own unique properties, 
provide for the demands of 
our  global customer base. 
 
MA N UF A CT U R I NG  
Western Forest Products’  
10 flexible manufacturing 
facilities, and access to 
quality fibre, means our 
wide range of products are 
consistently available to 
discerning buyers world-
wide. 
 
PR O D U C TS  
Our reputation for high 
quality products, to exacting 
customer specifications, 
positions us as a preferred 
supplier. 
 
MA RKE TS  
Our customers from over 25 
countries are supported by 
service agents in more than 
15 locations around the 
world to source exactly 
what they need and deliv-
ered on time. 
 

 

The Coastal Forest Industry Has Staying Power  
Western Forest Products is Proof 

S A F E T Y  A N D  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T :  

c or e  v a l u e s  f o r  W e s t e r n  F o r e s t  

P r o d u c t s .    

We rely on independent  third parties to 
verify our practices meet widely recog-
nized standards. 

Achievement of certification is not 
where it ends.  Continual improvement 
is critical to achieving desired results 
year after year. 

Positioned for Success 

 Superior timber asset base and unique ability to service a wide range of markets 

 Strategically located with the manufacturing scale to compete in global markets 

 Utilize limited log exports to maximize domestic manufacturing and margins 

 Significant market leverage through Pacific Rim access and a diverse customer base 

 The leader in specialty manufacturing offering a diverse product line 

 Preferred supplier to customers that have chosen wood as the superior building product 

 Strong financial profile and the flexibility to pursue high-return growth initiatives 

 Continuously improving cost structure to remain profitable in varying market conditions 

 Investing in our business to generate greater returns  

 Focused management team with a proven track record to execute strategy 

Building a sustainable business for our investors, our people, communities and the environment  

Visit www.westernforest.com 

HiGH HoPes
Green’s innovative ideas include skyscrapers 
built nearly entirely of wood.
Photo: MiChaEL GREEn aRChitECtURE
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A focus on industry safety
Improving safety and wor-
king conditions for the young 
people in the forestry indu-

stry is not just about safety and hu-
manitarian action but a necessity for 
business sustainability and a protec-
tion of their most important invest-
ment, their workers.

Making safety a business model 
means that it is no longer a matter 
of “safety first”, but “safe production 
first”. Organizations like St. John Am-
bulance encourage insurance com-
panies, government and other re-
gulatory bodies to implement more  
“rewards” type programs to incenti-
vize safety training and safer working 
environments, to businesses in all in-
dustries, including Forestry.

Making change possible
Providing a singular solution point 
for industry for training and safe-
ty supplies, continuously expanding 
and innovating training and safe-
ty programs to meet increasing and 
changing industry needs and putting 
tools in the hands of industry stake-
holders are all necessary steps in al-
lowing owners and managers to be 
more hands on when it comes to de-
veloping more comprehensive safety 
plans for their organizations. 

Safety Spotlight

inspiration

The only first aid training provider that offers multimedia WorkSafeBC Level 1 classes with all new videos.

The only first aid training provider that includes a $30 Lifelong learning voucher, pocket mask, crepe bandage, a full-colour 
“Occupational First Aid Reference Manual”, “Because We Care” poster and decals, and first aid poster with every Level 2 or 
Level 3 class.

The only first aid provider with a complete line of kits and supplies exceeding WorkSafeBC and Federal standards at the best 
price anywhere.

The only first aid provider offering ease of online training management with our “Employer Console” - Now with Bear Aware 
and Introduction to Confined Spaces.

The only first aid provider with new Industry courses including Fall Protection, S100 Fire Suppression, Traffic Control 
Personnel and Forklift Operators.

The only first aid provider offering over 2,400 Level 1, 260 Transportation Endorsement, 210 Level 2 and 160 Level 3 publicly 
scheduled WorkSafeBC classes.

St. John Ambulance 
is expanding our 
Industry Training 
and Online Courses

Register online anytime at www.sja.ca/bc
 
Call our Customer Serving Centre at 1.866.321.2651 
Mon-Fri 8AM-8PM, Sat 9AM-5PM

Visit us at one of our 26 branches where our friendly, 
knowledgeable staff would be pleased to assist you.

MP_ForestrySupplement-V3.indd   1 12-03-22   3:39 PM

New green technologies and 
markets are opening up for 
wood and helping to place BC’s 
forest sector at the heart of a 
more sustainable world.

As the sector looks to add value to 
its pre-existing industries, innova-
tors across the board are utilizing 
forest products to meet the growing 
demands of renewable energy and  
products.

Mother nature’s recipe
Forest industry R&D organization 
FPInnovations is on the front line of 
using technology to open the door to 
innovative new markets for wood. 

Alan Potter, executive vice presi-
dent of FPInnovations, says he an-
ticipates pulp mills to become bio-
chemical processing facilities of the  

future. 
“With more imagination and deve-

lopment you can extract all sorts of dif-
ferent value-added biochemicals to ma-
ke biopolymers and plastics,” he says.

Trees offer an interesting biomaterial, 
NanoCrystalline Cellulose (NCC)— that 
can be used in everything from paper, 
pigments to packaging, electrical and 
medical applications.

Consider that, utilizing elements of a 
renewable resource in products former-
ly made using non-renewables such as 
petrochemicals.

“There’s a myriad of potential op-
tions,” says Potter.

FPInnovations and pulp and pa-
per company Domtar recent-
ly opened the world’s first NCC pre-
commercialization facility in  
Canada, under the name CelluForce.

“It’s all part of trying to look at how 

we can develop technology to use wood 
from traditional products to an intri-
cate mixture of materials and substra-
tes—and recraft them into new ma-
terials that very much fit the need for  
sustainable products”

Heating up the potential
Michael Weedon, executive director of 
the BC Bioenergy Network, points to an 
innovative way of tapping into the car-
bon potential of wood to re-envision an 
energy sector formerly dominated by 
coal and other fossil fuels.

“Some places have been switching 
from coal to woody biomass as a source 
of fuel,” says Weedon. 

He highlights a process called torre-
faction—which involves heating woo-
dy biomass (the leftovers from forestry, 
lumber, pulp and, at times, the agricul-
tural sector) at high temperatures in the 

absence of oxygen to create a dry brick 
or pellet with coal-like characteristics. 

“You’re using the value of the wood 
and creating a coal-like material 
which you can combust like coal,” says 
Weedon. 

He points out that although some mi-
nerals are absorbed in the wood natural, 
the byproducts can be easier captured 
and contained, preventing their release 
into the atmosphere.

“Unfortunately the price of fuel it’s 
going to be going up for all of us, and 
what that’s going to do for many of the-
se woody biomass and processed wood 
options is represent an opportunity for 
further development of the industry,” 
adds Weedon.

andrew Seale

editorial@mediaplanet.com

tapping into the potential  
of building with wood

sustAiNABle disCovery
the industry continues 
to invest in research and 
development to find new 
ways to push the limits of 
what is possible with wood.
Photo: fPinnovations

CarSon ingham

editorial@mediaplanet.com
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Faculty of

today’s graduates for tomorrow’s jobs

discover the exciting range of careers that a forestry degree can lead to
www.forestry.ubc.ca

What jobs are available for 
you in the industry?

Professional forestry is about the 
sustainable management of BC’s 

forest resources. Registered Professio-
nal Foresters (RPFs) and Registered 
Forest Technologists (RFTs) use mo-
dern technology to plan strategic acti-
vities and operational practices 
across the province’s wooded areas. 
These activities and practices include 
monitoring tree health to see the im-
pact of insects or diseases; protecting 
watersheds and streamside ecosys-
tems; ensuring that important wildli-
fe habitats are maintained during log-
ging operations; breeding trees that 
grow faster, bigger and are disease re-
sistant; integrating Aboriginal tradi-
tional values into plans; building and 
maintaining resource roads that are 
safe; managing teams; and many 
more.

extending the green influence
Forestry professionals do exciting 
and challenging jobs for a variety of 
employers including government, 
forestry companies, environmental 
groups, First Nations, independent 
power producers and even mining or 
oil and gas companies. Some forestry 
professionals run their own compa-
nies and provide forestry services to 
other organizations.

No matter who they work for, fo-
restry professionals strive for high 
professional standards and to strike 
a balance between economic, social/
cultural and environmental values 
the people of BC have placed on the 
forests.

DoN’t MiSS!

courtesy of Association of 

bc Forest professionals

W
ith the media 
focused on 
the problems 
of the forest 
sector, the 
positive side 
of the indu-

stry is often overlooked. Companies that 
have diversifi ed their products and mar-
kets are doing better than many global 
competitors, and signifi cant fi nancial 
investments are being made in new pro-
cesses and products. 

The global market for wood-based 
products is set to increase, particular-
ly as people realize that wood is the 
world’s most sustainable building ma-
terial. In addition, research is indicating 
that wood could be the source material 
for chemicals, fi bres and many new pro-
ducts to replace the use of nonrenewa-

ble resources with renewable resources. 
However, while the demand for wood is 
set to increase, maintaining the supply 
is becoming ever more challenging as 
more and more land is needed for food 
and fuel production as well as non-con-
sumptive uses such as biodiversity, car-
bon sequestration and other environ-
mental services.

Growing trees for a 
growing economy
These trends are leading to increased 
opportunities for skilled people in the 
forest sector.  This need is being accentu-
ated by the high proportion of baby boo-
mers in the industry, which will lead to 
growing shortages of early and mid-ca-
reer professionals over the next 10 to 15 
years. This points to increased need for 
forestry education, yet capacity in some 

parts of Canada (and globally) has been 
declining. Fortunately, there are many 
possibilities for an advanced forestry 
education in British Columbia. 

BC’s post-secondary institutions are 
increasingly successful in attracting 
not only domestic students but also in-
ternational students to their forestry 
programs. For example, the University 
of British Columbia has seen a sharp ri-
se in the number of people applying to 
the Faculty of Forestry’s broad range of 
programs, and today there are a record 
number of students enrolled in the Fa-
culty.  The Province’s other universi-
ty-level forestry programs are also see-
ing increasing numbers, refl ecting a 
growing interest in environmental 
education.

It is critical to meet the growing de-
mand for forestry and other natural re-

source professionals from our univer-
sities, yet there is already evidence that 
some employers are having diffi  culti-
es with recruitment. The combination 
of environmental knowledge, problem-
solving skills, business familiarity and 
communication capabilities are ma-
king graduates from forestry programs 
extremely attractive to a broad range of 
employers, both within and outside fo-
restry. Today’s graduates are no long-
er facing intense competition for a few 
opportunities, but a broad range of att-
ractive career options. This is great news 
for graduates, but traditional forestry 
employers will have to come to terms 
with this change.

dr. John l. inneS

editorial@mediaplanet.com

The global market for wood-based products is set to increase, particularly as 
people realize that wood is the world’s most popular building material.

the forest industry: 
turning over a new leaf

eCoNoMiC SUCCeSS
Professor and dean :faculty of forestry, University of British Columbia

Dr. John L. Innes
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The global market for wood-based products is set to increase, particularly as 

COFI works with governments, communities, organizations and 
individuals to ensure that forest policies in BC support the forest 
sector and, as a result, those who are dependent on the sector 
for business income or family supporting jobs.

Visit us at:  www.cofi .org

The Voice of the British Columbia Interior Forest Industry
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BENEFITING FROM 
THE CULTURE OF WOOD

it’s noted that vancouver has 
solidified its reputation for natu-
ral beauty. However, to maintain 
this polished image, citizens 
need to truly understand what 
nature has to offer.

 The most amazing characteristics about 
wood are its light climate impact and 
the ability to renew itself. According to 
“The Case for Tall Wood Buildings” stu-
dy, wood is the most signifi cant building 
material and the best tool architects and 
engineers have for reducing green hou-
se gas emissions. “We have the ability to 
shape the future of our built environme-
nt through our choices in construction 
materials,” says Eric Karsh, principal at 
Equilibrium Consulting and co-author 
of the study. Our forests have qualities 
to be very proud of and valued because 
they are reusable and help the city ac-
hieve a low carbon footprint, but as far 
as exploring the potential of wood, there 
is still so much ground to cover. 

Wood at its finest
“There have been studies which prove 
that hospitals and school buildings fea-
turing exposed timber measurably con-
tribute to better learning,” Karsh states. 
Its-strength-to-weight ratio is also very 
high, which proves that timber is a wi-
se choice for buildings and everyday li-
fe objects like furniture and hand tools. 
When designing new retail spaces, ho-
mes and tall structures, architects are 
creating innovative techniques to deve-
lop new systems which use mass timber 
products. By creating wood-only struc-
tures, consumers are exposed to a healt-
hier, eco-friendly environment. 

vision for the future
“In Canada, we have the best forest 
management practices in the world. 
Our country has the capacity to use 
this product to build structures that 

will stand the test of time,” says Eti-
enne Lalonde, vice president of mar-
ket development at the Canadian 
Wood Council.  For years, wood has ta-
ken a backseat to concrete and steel 
in building large projects, but as tech-
nology advances, wood materials ha-
ve repositioned themselves to the 

forefront and have proved their effi-
ciency in almost any type of structu-
re such as: soccer stadiums, airports, 
and high rises. “Nanotechnology, 
used in wood coatings, is just one ex-
ample of the exciting new fields be-
ing researched that can significantly 
improve the performance of wood,” 

Karsh says. The use of wood deposits 
positive contributions into both so-
ciety and the building industry and 
will continue to do so if harvested 
responsibly. 

 BYline

editorial@mediaplanet.com

 ■ Question: how can vancouver 
citizens preserve their beautiful 
city?

 ■ Answer: spreading awareness 
about the benefi cial qualities of the 
forests can ensure growth for all.

! read more 
on the web:

xxxxx.xxxxx.com
xxxxx.xxxxx.com
xxxxx.xxxxx.com

tHe Forest 
ProduCts seC-

tor CouNCil 
sAys tHe iNdu-
stry Needs to 
Fill As MANy 

As 130,000 
JoBs By 2020
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FPInnovations is among the world’s largest private 
not-for-profit forest research institute, with the goal 
of strengthening the Canadian forest sector’s global 
competitiveness through research, knowledge transfer 
and implementation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.fpinnovations.ca or 
contact lauren.cotter@fpinnovations.ca

We are seeking to fill 
the following positions:

 1. Research Leader, Chemical Pulping

 2.  Research Leader, Pulp Performance 
and Markets

 3.  Scientist/Engineer, Quality and 
Process Applications

 4.  Scientist/Engineer, Sensor 
Development and Applications

 5.  Chemical Engineer, Kraft Chemical 
Recovery

 6.  Wood Quality Scientist, SilviScan™ 
Applications

 7. Corrosion and Materials Engineer

Positions in other 
FPInnovations groups:

8. Manager, Intellectual Property

9.  Manager, Intellectual Property 
and Licensing

10.  Chemical Technologist, Wood Products

We have recently realigned our 
research programs to increase 
delivery of innovations to our 
industry member companies 
in British Columbia and across 
Canada. As a result, we are 
strengthening our technical 
capabilities in the Market Pulp 
Research Program to deliver 
innovations to meet both short 
and longer-term goals including: 
technology development and 
implementation to improve 
industry competitiveness; pulp 
performance research to help 
our members retain market 
share in traditional markets 
and increase sales into growing 
market segments; and the 
integration of new bio-products 
to capture opportunities in the 
emerging bio-economy.

Our name is 
innovation.

fpinnovations.ca

5810 C FPINNOVATION-ANNONCE-RECRUITEMENT_V4.indd   1 12-03-20   2:57 PM

PaUleanna reid

editorial@mediaplanet.com

GreeN tHiNKiNG
New innovations and technolo-
gies surrounding wood have 
made it both a feasible and sus-
tainable building material choice.
Photo: foREstRY innovation invEstMEnt

WE WANT 
YOUR FEEDBACK!
Email us at 
editorial@mediaplanet.com

FACEBOOK.COM/MEDIAPLANETCA
@MEDIAPLANETCA

Find us online for 
exclusive content, 
sweepstakes and more!



WONDERING WHAT  
DIRECTION TO TAKE 
YOUR CAREER?
There’s a career that starts with a naturally abundant 
quality resource, in an industry that is poised for 
growth and stability for years to come. 

GROW WITH US AT THE NEW:

WWW.CANFOR.COM

Dallas Munt, third year Millwright apprentice
Bruce Sutherland, President, Wolftek Industries Inc. 

My company has hired many apprentices 
like Dallas over the years including 
Machinists, Welders, Fabricators, 
and Millwrights. 

For me, apprenticeship is a 
smart business move, because it 
is a long-term investment in the 
future of my company. 

It pays to hire an apprentice. 
Learn how apprenticeship can 
work for your business.  

ITAapprentices.ca  
1-866-660-6011

As a business owner, hiring an 
apprentice just makes good sense.

Apprenticeship is 
working for me.


